[D] 


[E] 


And when the gentiles went into the sanctuary, he came along and 
stamped on the top of the altar, saying to it, “Wolf, wolf! You have 
wiped out the fortune of Israel, and you [still] did not then stand 
up for them in the time of their trouble!” 


And some say it was because [the priestly watch of Bilgah] delayed 
in observing its priestly watch. 


[E;] So the watch of Yeshebab went in and served as high priest] in its 


[G] 


[H] 
m 
[J] 


stead. 


Therefore Bilgah always appears to he among the outgoing 
priestly watches [at the south], ant Yeshebab always appear to b 
among the incoming priestly watches [at the north]. 


n. omits:] Neighbors of the wicked normally receive no reward, 
except for Yeshebab, 

neighbor to Bilgah, who receive] a reward [T. Suk. 4:28]. 

[K] And why not remove the priestly watch of Bilgah entirely? 


[L] You cannot do so, for R. Simeon said in the name of R. Joshua b. 
Levi, “It is difficult for the Omnipresent totally to uproot a 
genealogical chain from its rightful place.” 


[M] Then why not make the priestly watches twenty-three [instead of 
twenty-four, dividing this watch among the others, rather than 
recognizing it as a watch by itself]? 


[N] You cannot do so, for it is written, “[All these, who were chosen as 
gatekeepers at the thresholds, were two hundred and twelve. They 
were enrolled by genealogies in their villages.] David and Samuel 
the seer established them in their office of trust” (1 Chron. 9:22). 


[O][“David and Samuel the seer established them in their office of 
trust” (1 Chron. 9:22):] It was an act of skilled work. 


[P] Great skill was displayed there, for one watch does not take a 
second portion in the fields of possession [sold by the original 
family during the years preceding the Jubilee and not redeemed 
by them, such fields then falling to the ownership of the 
priesthood and being divided among the watches], until its 
fellow watch has taken its share. 


[Q] Said R. Abbahu, “[It is as if to say,] ‘I gave thought to them to 
see that one priestly watch does not take a second share among 
the fields of possession until its fellow takes one first.’” 


